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	How Can a Parent Help?
· Ignite your child’s curiosity! 
· Seek answers to questions
· Text features give valuable information about what is important
· Look for new facts together

	Key 5: Determining Importance
…helps single out and process what is meaningful and how to set aside distractions.

We have more information available to us than our grandparents could have ever imagined! Information alone is meaningless. Information has to be thought about and organized, then internalized. You get from facts to knowledge only if you take time to determine what is important and synthesize the information so that is becomes meaningful. (p. 123)

Knowing your purpose for reading helps determine what is important. Your purpose for reading affects how carefully you read and has an impact on what you determine is important. For example, your purpose for reading an instruction manual is different than reading a mystery novel. 
How parents can help:
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	Book Suggestions:
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	Thinking stems for DETERMINING IMPORTANCE include:
· The thing I want to remember is…
· What is important here is…
· One thing we should notice is…
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